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Priscilla
Hospital Mascota & Cento National de Radioterapia
Managua, Nicaragua

Imagine this:  Your 13-year old daughter suddenly 
loses the ability to walk and talk.  Her vision deterio-
rates.  She begins to have seizures.  You take her to 
the hospital and it turns out she has a brain tumor.  
Doctors say the best treatment would be to use an ad-
vanced chemotherapy drug.  The only problem?  The 
hospital doesn’t have access to the drug.

This happened to Priscilla and her very poor, but 
close-knit and hardworking family.  They live in 
Nicaragua – the poorest country in Central America.  The country’s pubic hospitals have a critical shortage of 
essential and chemotherapy drugs.

Priscilla was in the care of Dr. Segueira, the Pediatric Oncologist at Hospital Mascota in Managua. All they 
could offer was a shunt to reduce the swelling in her brain, followed by radiation therapy. The radiation 
helped a bit – she could just barely manage to walk again.  But she still couldn’t talk and her vision didn’t 
improve.  After the radiation therapy, the hospital could only offer steroids to reduce the swelling and anti-
seizure medicines. There was nothing to prevent the tumor from growing larger again.

But, thanks to NCC—and our generous supporters—Priscilla got the treatment she desperately needed.  
Merck & Co, one of our valued pharmaceutical partners, supplied the vital drug, called Temodar.  Within a 
few treatments, Priscilla is now walking with increased strength and agility, she is speaking again, her vi-
sion is tremendously improved.  And, best of all, to Priscilla, she can return to school.

Background Information

Merck’s Temodar is specialized first line chemotherapy for glioblastoma multiforme and anaplastic astro-
cytoma, (brain tumor). Because it directly targets the actual tumor it is often extremely effective in cases 
of inoperable brain tumors. NCC has partnered with Merck to provide substantial quantities of Temodar 
to public hospitals Managua, Nicaragua, as well as to the countries of Honduras Dominican Republic, El 
Salvador, Panama and Peru.

The National Cancer Coalition, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, supports relief and research pro-
grams throughout the world. The Coalition’s international medical assistance program provides requested 
specialty pharmaceuticals, essential medicines, hospital supplies and medical equipment to medical facili-

ties that treat underserved patients in over 50 developing coun-
tries around the world. For additional information, please contact 
NCC at: 919-821-2182 or visit our website at: http://www.
nationalcancercoalition.org


